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SUBJECT: THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC UNION 

REF: A) HAMBURG 701, B) MUNICH A-39, APRIL 22, 1977 

1 . WE CONSER IT ENTIRELY PLAUSIBLE THAT ANS GUENTHER 
WEBER'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC UNION (SDU) MAY BE STALKING HORSE 
FOR FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS. ANALOGY BETWEEN WEBER AND GUENTHER- 
MUELLER (PARA 4 REFTEL) SEEMS PERTINENT TO US. 

2. IF STRAUSS, IS IN FACT, INVOLVED IN SDU EFFORT, WE 
BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT TO DRAW DISTINCTION BETWEEN ROLE 
HE WOULD POSIT FOR SDU, ON ONE HAND, AND ROLE HE WOULD 
POSIT FOR A POSSIBLE CSU FOURTH PARTY MOVEEMENT A LA KREUTH 
ON THE OTHER. 

3. BELIEVE SDU EFFORT WOULD, IN STRAUSS' VIEW, BE AIMED 

AT PROMOTING DEFECTIONS FROM SPD AND ATTRACTING DISENCHANTED 
FORMER SPD VOTERS. SDU WOULD BE ENVISAGED AS FUNCTIONING 
BOTH INSIDE BAVARIA AND ELSEWHERE IN FRG. 

4. IN CONTRAST, A CSU FOURTH PARTY MOVEMENT WOULD 

BE INTENDED TO ATTRACT CONSERVATIVE VOTERS WHO WOULD 
NOT REPEAT NOT OTHERWISE VOTE FOR CDU. IF STRAUSS 
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COULDHAVE HIS AY, SUCH A CSU FOURTH PARTY MOVEMENT 
WOULD FUNCTION ONLY REPEAT ONLY OUTSIDE BAVARIA. 

5. SDU STALKING HORSE SEEMS TO HAVE SHORT LEGS IN BAVARIA, 

TOO. BETTS 
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